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PAST,  PRESENT  AND  FUTURE 


THE    AMERICAN    WAR 


By  particular  request  we  are  to  speak 
upon  this  subject,  and  we  shall  give  our 
views,  regardless  of  the  approval  of  our  au- 
dience, or  pleasure  of  those  who  selected 
the  subject.  We  consider  all  men  in  search 
of  the  same  object,  whether  Christian  or 
Infidel,  Republican  or  Democrat,  viz  :  Hap- 
piness. For  this  the  Christian  praj^s,  and 
the  assassin  whets  his  knife.  For  this  the 
astronomer  turns  his  telescope  to  the 
Heavens,  and  patiently  toils  to  learn  the 
present  mission  and  future  destiny  of  other 
planets.  For  this  the  geologist  robes  him- 
self with  a  diving  bell,  and  seeks  the  mys- 
tery of  the  mighty  deep.  For  this  the  pa- 
triot sacrifices  his  life,  and  the  traitor  sells 
his  country.  The  Past  is  the  progenitor 
of  the  Present.  It  is  ours  to  read,  criticise 
and  comment  upon.  In  comprehending 
the  past  we  learn  the  duties  of  the  present. 
The  present  we  never  fully  understand ; 
time  alone  gets  the  verbatim  report,  and 
the  tuture  is  prophesy  ;  all  remarks,  there- 
fore, upon  the  future  are  speculative  and 
conjectural. 

Now  there  are  throe  ways  a  man  may 
serve  his  country,  viz  :  praying,  fighting 
and  paying.  We  contend  that  all  these 
wa3's  are  Godlike,  divine  ;  that  fighting  is 
natural  as  prayer,  and  that  all  strictly 
natural  things  arc  right. 

When  we  examine  the  past,  which  has' 
been  the  cause  of  the  present,  we  find  it 
has  been  one  of  prayer  and  compromise  ; 
hence  the  "praying  past"  was  the  progeni- 
tor of  the  "fighting  presont." 


The  climate,  antenatal  condition  and 
circumstantial  surroundings  of  children 
shape  the  character  of  all  men  ;  therefore 
those  born  in  a  hot  climate,  to  affluence 
and  indolence,  are  always  more  positive 
and  less  yielding  in  their  nature  than 
those  born  in  cooler  regions,  to  earn 
their  living  by  the  sweat  of  the  brow. — 
This  fact  history  has  too  well  established 
to  need  proof  from  us.  In  consequence  of 
these  causes  the  Southern  states  have  ever 
manifested  a  disposition  to  rale  the  North. 
Since  the  victories  of  the  revolution  and 
war  of  1812  and  '14  the  people  of  this  Re- 
public have  been  developing  the  resources 
of  our  forests,  soil  and  streams,  and  with 
rare  exceptions,  engaged  in  the  peaceful 
pursuits  of  art  and  science.  Our  religious 
instruction,  from  all  denominations,  has 
been  that  of  the  "non-resistant"  order.  "If 
smitten  upon  one  cheek,  to  turn  the  other 
also,"  &c.  Now  whilst  the  people  of  the 
north,  from  causes  spoken  of  before,  have 
been  practising  the  golden  rule,  praying 
and  compromising  for  peace,  the  south, 
from  just  as  apparent  causes,  have  been 
repealing  compromises,  and  endeavoring 
to  make  slaves  of  northern  freemen.  I)Ut 
by  the  eff"orts  of  such  men  as  Thomson, 
Garrison,  Phillips,  and  others,  men  who 
may  founder  upon  the  sea  of  radicalism 
and  go  down  from  the  sight  of  this  gener- 
ation as  fanatics,  but  whose  graves  will  be 
sought  in  the  future  and  marked  with  the 
monuments  of  national  honor,  as  the  reefs 
on   the  coast  are  .sought,  and   the  light- 
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house  built  thereon,  to  guide  the  mariner 
on  his  course.  The  acts  of  these  con 
demned  men  of  to-day,  will  be  looked  up 
on  as  the  light  house  to  guide  future 
Statesmen  into  the  harbor  of  freedom. 
Yes,  the  preaching  of  such  men  aa  Theo- 
dore Parker,  in  Music  Hall,  Boston,  on 
Sunday,  when  the  ministers  of  all  popular 
churches  were  silent  upon  the  great  evil 
of  human  slavery,  had  its  effect ;  it 
was  like  the  "leaven  hid  in  the  measure  of 
meal,"  and  finally  the  church  were  forced 
to  see  the  sin  of  slavery,  and  to  take  up 
the  "Battle  cry  of  Freedom,"  and  preach 
against  the  traffic  in  human  blood  in  their 
pulpits  on  Sunday.  And  just  so  soon  as 
they  did  this,  the  ministers  of  the  south 
(servants  of  slaveholders,)  said  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  Convention  of  Methodists,  "If  you 
do  not  stop  preaching  against  our  institu- 
tion we  shall  separate  and  have  no  further 
fellowship  with  you  as  christians;"  and 
after  a  protracted  discussion  they  did  se- 
cede^  and  appointed  their  Bishop  for  the 
south,  and  the  Baptists  soon  followed. 

There's  where  "Secession"  began,  in  the 
church — with  Southern  ministers.  True 
to  the  character  of  "Lucifer,"  when  he 
found  he  was  only  one  of  the  sons  of  light, 
and  seceded ;  so  when  they  found  that 
the  church  at  the  noith  were  going  to 
conscience  for  a  guide,  instead  of  the  pas- 
sions of  "slave-holders,"  then  they  followed 
his  example,  and  believing  in  an  unchanga- 
ble  God,  they  may  expect  the  same  penalty, 
which  they  may  read  at  their  leisure  in 
"sacred  writ."  As  soon  as  the  church  "se- 
ceded," they  sent  their  representatives 
armed  with  a  new  panoply  to  destroy  "free 
speech"  in  the  Halls  of  Congress.  This 
they  attempted  upon  "Sumner."  Stimu- 
lated with  interpretations  of  the  Bible  in 
defence  of  Slavery,  they  followed  with  the 
atrocities  of  "Kansas,"  robbing  the  treasu- 
ry of  the  United  States  under  Buchanan, 
who  (in  following  the  old  adage,  "giving 
the  devil  his  due")  must  have  the  credit  of 
being  true  to  the  villainous  purposes  of 
those  to  whom  he  was  pledged,  sending 
all  our  vessels  of  war  into  foreign  seas, 
seizing  forts  and  arsenals  belonging  to  the 
"United  States,  and  then  on  the  election  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  they  followed  the  exam- 
ple of  "Lucifer"  and  the  Southern  "minis- 
ters," and  seceded  also. 


In  this  state  of  affairs  President  Lincoln 
took  the  administrative  chair  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. His  first  act  was  to  throw  wide 
open  the  window  of  the  "Ark  of  Safety" 
and  sent,  in  his  "Inaugural  Message,"  the 
dove  of  peace  throughout  the  whole  land. 
When  that  "bird"  returned  by  the  way  of 
"Fort  Sumter,"  and  "Baltimore,"  covered 
with  the  smoke  of  battle,  and  the  blood  of 
the  slain,  then,  Mr.  Lincoln  sent  forth  the 
stalwart  sons  of  the  North,  bearing  in  one 
hand  a  dull  sword,  and  the  other  an  olive 
branch,  the  leaves  of  which  were  to  heal 
the  wounds  they  were  forced  to  make  in 
defence  of  the  country  they  had  sworn  to 
preserve.  But  after  he  had  sent  men  by 
the  hundred  thousand,  and  there  had  re- 
turned in  their  stead  widows  and  orphans, 
beseeching  him  for  justice,  then,  in  the 
strength  and  dignity  of  a  Statesman,  act- 
ing from  necessity,  he  sent  forth  the 
"Emancipation  Proclamation,"  Avhich  was 
the  resting  of  the  ark  upon  the  mountains 
of  Ararat  to  this  Republic.  And  since 
that  time,  the  Sons  of  Liberty  have  been 
descending  the  mountains  and  carrying 
peace  and  freedom  into  the  valleys  of 
slavery  and  rebellion.  Since  then.  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  has  enacted  laws,  vetoed 
measures,  and  written  letters,  which  will 
add  the  title  of  statesman  to  that  of  honest 
"Old  Abe."  Now  the  first  method  of  men 
serving  each  other  and  their  country,  viz., 
by  prayer,  "played  out"  when  the  first  gun 
was  fired'upon  the  "Star  of  the  West,"  and 
since  the  death  of  those  Sons  of  Liberty  in 
the  streets  of  Baltimore,  "Fighting"  has 
been  the  order  of  things.  Here  we  pause 
to  consider  whether  "fighting"  is  right,  or 
wrong.  Is  it  ever  the  duty  of  man  to  kill 
his  brother  man,  and  if  so,  imder  what 
circumstances  is  it  justifiable  ?  These 
questions  of  snch  serious  import  at  this 
time,  we  are  required  to  answer,  and  in 
order  to  comprehend  the  requirements  of 
God,  we  must  learn  his  method  of  dealing 
with  us.  And  we  find  from  examination 
into  natural  revelation,  that  God  in  Justice 
and  Love,  sometimes  acts  combattively  and 
destructively  with  his  creations.  He  lash- 
es the  ocean  with  the  gale,  and  pours  the 
lava  of  burning  mountains  into  the  fertile 
valley.  He  draws  the  bright  sword  of 
lightning  from  the  cloud,  and  strikes  even 
to  the  death  of  human  existence.    We  see 
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animal  life  sustaining  itself  by  the  de- 
struction of  vegetable  life ;  and  we  find 
man  created  with  appetite  for  animal  food 
and  with  organs  adapted  to  kill  and  eat,  as 
well  as  intuitive  faculties,  through  which 
the  voice  of  reason  proclaims  when  and 
where. 

If  we  turn  to  revelation,  we  find  the  his- 
tory of  "Peter  upon  the  house-top,"  and 
the  voice  of  God  saying  "arise,  kill  and 
eat."  When  we  look  at  the  work  of  the 
tornado,  uprooting  trees,  overturning  build- 
ings and  destroying  human  life,  we  are 
struck  with  horror,  but  when,  from  exam- 
ination, we  find  vegetation  refreshed  by  the 
storm,  when  we  see  the  sick  and  convales- 
cent made  better  and  stronger  by  the  invig- 
orating breath  that  has  been  prepared  by 
the  gale,  we  exclaim  "How  wonderful  are 
thy  works,  O  Lord  !  how  great  is  the  sum 
of  them."  When  we  look  upon  vegeta 
tion  cut  down  and  eaten  up  by  the  beasts, 
we  say,  what  a  loss.  But  when  we  look 
upon  animal  life,  made  strong  and  beauti- 
ful by  it,  we  exclaim,  "how  strange^ 
When  we  look  upon  the  blossoms  of  sum- 
mer swept  away  by  the  rude  blast,  we 
murmur  and  complain  ;  but  when  we  re- 
ceive the  ripe  fruits  in  their  place,  a  song 
of  thanksgiving  goes  up  from  our  hearts 
When  we  see  animal  life  slaughtered,  we 
exclaim,  dreadful ;  but  when  we  look  upon 
railroads,  canals  and  improvements  made 
upon  the  strength  furnished  by  their  bod 
ies,  we  exclaim,  divine.  So  when  we  visit 
the  battle-field,  or  the  homes  of  the  wid- 
ow and  orphan,  we  exclaim.  Oh,  cruel, 
cruel  war !  but  when  we  stand  by  the 
monument  where  a  "Warren"  fell,  we  de- 
clare it  a  privilege  to  die  in  such  a   cause. 

So  the  conclusion  we  come  to,  is,  that 
there  is  a  time  to  draw  the  sword  and 
strike  for  advancement.  "A  time  to  kill, 
and  a  time  to  heal ;  a  time  to  break  down, 
and  a  time  to  build  up ;"  and  that  time  is 
■when  words  are  disregarded,  when  prayer 
is  no  longer  heeded,  when  free  speech  is 
repudiated,  when  your  circle  has  been  in- 
vaded and  there  is  an  attempt  to  bear 
away  one  member  against  their  will,  then, 
he  that  will  not  strike  in  their  defence,  is 
either  ignorant  of  duty,  or  recreant  to  it. 
The  first  require  your  pity,  the  latter  de- 
serve your  contempt.    [Applause.]  .  Suchl 


his  been  the  cause  that  led  to  your  present 
war  of  bullets  and  bombshells. 

Some  may  think  "fighting"  has  been  un- 
successful, and  would  have  a  cessation  of 
hostilities,  and  resort  to  prayer  again  ;  but 
we  answer,  "A  house  divided  against  it- 
self, cannot  stand." 
o 

You  doubtless  recollect  the  history  of 
King  Saul,  who,  for  a  season,  God  com- 
muned with  through  prayer.  But  after  he 
violated  God's  requirements,  he  refused  to 
commune  with  him  longer  in  that  way,  and 
that  he  finally  learned  through  a  departed 
King,  (Samuel)  one  that  had  ruled  over  the 
people  before  him,  what  God's  will  was 
concerning  his  future  destiny.  And  so  if 
those  to-day  that  have  violated  the  privil- 
eges of  Free  Speech  and  prayer,  would 
know  God's  will  let  them  go  to  the  im- 
mortal spirits  that  have  ruled  over  this 
nation,  and  there  learn  that  God  reigns  to 
day  as  in  all  past  ages.  You  read  of  a 
certain  man  who  being  talented  was  raised 
by  his  countrymen  to  fill  a  high  place  of 
honor,  but  proving  false  to  them,  through 
a  certain  evil  spirit  he  was  persuaded  to 
give  battle,  and  attempting  to  conquer  the 
nation  he  was  slain  and  a  wisfe  man  ap- 
pointed in  his  place  to  rule  over  the  peo- 
ple. Now  this  is  not  the  published  history 
of  Jefferson  Davis,  but  that  of  Ahab.  It 
would  be  well  for  the  former  to  read  this 
history  carefully  however,  and  save  himself 
the  sad  consequences,  "For  he  that  taketh 
the  sword  shall  perish  by  the  sword." 
(Applause.)  We  need  not  dwell  upon 
what  you  have  accomplished  by  "fighting" 
towards  putting  down  this  rebellion.  In  a 
glance  at  the  Navy,  compared  with  its 
strength  three  years  ago,  shows  at  once 
what  an  unparalleled  success  has  been  ac- 
complished upon  the  water.  Whilst  ref- 
erence to  a  map  showing  the  amount  of 
rebel  territory  now,  compared  with  what 
they  possessed  at  one  time,  reduced  to  less 
than  half,  whilst  the  possession  of  all  their 
principal  cities,  except  Charleston  and  Rich- 
mond, (and  those  held  by  the  throat  so 
close  that  they  can  only  gasp  supplies, 
(Laughter)  tells  plainly  of  the  success  of 
the  Union  Army.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
diminished  means,  depreciated  scrip  in 
foreign  nations,  tells  of  the  utter  hopeless- 
ness of  a  "recognized  confederacy."    Turn- 


ing  from  these  things  to  the  Presidential 
campaign,  we  find  a  great  change  for  the 
better  has  taken  place.  For  there  is  no 
(fis-union  candidate  for  the  presidency.  The 
Traitors  at  the  "North"  that  have  been  en 
couraging  and  prolonging  this  war  from 
expressed  sympathy  with  the  slave-holder's 
rebellion,  bad  their  "graves"  du^  by  Gen. 
Grant  last  spring  when  he  made  nis  stand 
at  Petersburg.  Sherman  buried  them  at 
the  capture  of  Atlanta.  Geo.  B.  McClel- 
lan  in  his  letter  of  acceptance  wrote  their 
funeral  sermon,  (Cheers)  and  Phil.  Sheri- 
dan in  his  success  down  the  Shenandoah 
delivered  it  so  satisfactorily  that  their  resur- 
rection will  never  reach  the  spot  (Con- 
tinued Applause.)  We  hope  if  their  party 
"sepulchre"  is  never  known  that  they  will 
be  present,  clothed  with  reason,  at  the 
"transfiguration"  which  Honest  Old  Abe 
will  give  to  this  Republic  in  four  years  more 
(Cheers.)  Of  Geo.  B.  McClellan  we  have 
nothing  to  say,  (Cheers)  we  believe  him  to 
be  a  loyal  man,  that  he  would  administer 
the  laws  and  put  down  rebellion  we  have 
no  doubt,  but  of  his  associate,  the  candi- 
date for  Vice-President,  judging  him  by 
all  his  acts  since  the  rebellion,  we  believe 
he  would  ^eal  the  livery  of  angels  to  serve 
Southern  slave-holders.  What  Geo.  B. 
McClellan  could  do  for  the  good  of  the 
country  if  he  lived,  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
will  do  if  he  lives,  and  if  he  dies,  Andrew 
Johnson  will  see  it  executed.  (Loud  cheers 
and  voices  "that's  so.")  If  President  Lin- 
coln has  been  slow,  it  is  because  his  sub- 
jects have  been  slow.  It  is  enough  to 
know  he  has  moved  safely,  that  he  has  re- 
membered the  injunction  given  to  "Lot," 
and  has  never  turned  back.  So  much  for 
the  "Past"  and  "Present"  of  the  war,  or 
"Prayer"  and  "Fighting,"  And  now  a 
few  thoughts  upon  the  "Paying"  or  "Fu- 
ture," and  we  close.  There  are  certain 
immutable  laws  which  God  in  his  wisdom 
has  established  to  govern  all  his  creations. 
Obedience  to  these  laws,  being  calmness, 
peace  and  happiness ;  disobedience,  dis- 
turbance, disease  and  death.  The  law  that 
inflicts  punishment  is  as  much  the  mani- 
festation of  infinite  love,  as  that  which  con- 
fers pleasure.  Now  it  matters  not  what 
we  call  this  divine  regulator,  whether 
"God,"  "Jehovah,"  "Jove,"  "Great  Spirit," 
or  "Infinite  Spirit,"  the  fact  of  an   existing 


power  of  compensation   we  all  realize^by 
observation  and  experience. 

As  we  see  this  compensating  power 
working  in  the  elements,  and  with  vegeta- 
tion, we  call  it  a  law  of  equality,  or  equi- 
librium. For  instance,  two  clouds  gather 
in  the  heavens,  being  positively  and  nega- 
tively charged,  and  they  roll  on  until  the 
sun  is  darkened,  and  the  heavens  lit  by  the 
flash  of  lightning,  reverberate  with  the  ar- 
tillery of  thunder.  Here  yon  have  an  op- 
portunity of  observing  this  law  at  work, 
and  the  storm  lasts  until  an  equilibrium  is 
gained,  then  the  clouds  disappear,  and  the 
bright  sun  appears  again,  and  vegej^tion 
smiles  anew  under  the  efi"ect  of  the  cloud 
tears  that  sprinkle  upon  it.  The  fruits  of 
the  tree  grow  until  an  equilibrium  has 
been  gained  with  the  food  taken  at  its 
root,  then  it  drops  into  the  lap  of  the  har- 
vest man,  and  although  invisible  to  some, 
there  is  nevertheless  a  moral  law  at  work, 
which  will  seek  its  equilibrium  through  our 
present  war. 

When  we,  as  a  nation,  have  suS'ered  a 
just  compensation  for  the  tears,  treasure 
and  liberty  we  have  taken  from  our  sable 
brothers,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  war 
cease,  and  peace  dawn  upon  this  conti- 
nent. "For  vengeance  is  mine,  saith  the 
Lord,  I  will  repay."  Hard  as  it  is,  we  arc 
now  paying  a  just  tribute,  through  our  suf- 
ferings, to  a  God  of  justice.  Sad  as  it  is 
for  us  to-day  to  visit  the  battle-field  of  the 
dying  and  dead,  the  rising  generation  of 
future  pilgrims,  will  lie  down  to  rest  upon 
this  field,  and  like  Jacob,  will  see  Heaven 
opened  and  the  angels  of  God  ascending 
and  descending  in  communion  Avith  the 
children  of  earth,"  and  amongst  them  they 
will  recognize  the  immortal  spirits  of  those 
patriots  sacrificing  life  here,  for  uni- 
versal freedom.     (Applause.) 

You  remember  when  Columbus  was  in 
search  of  this  country,  that  after  they  had 
been  bufi'eted  by  adverse  winds,  and  the 
voyage  had  been  protracted  beyond  their 
expectation,  that  his  followers  became  dis- 
heartened, and  wanted  to  turn  back  and 
abandon  the  enterprise.  Just  then  Col- 
umbus discovered  a  pealed  stick  floating 
past  his  vessel,  and  he  compromised  with 
them  by  promising  if  they  did  not  discover 


land  in  so  long  a  time  lie  would  give  it  up 
and  turn  back  ;  but  ere  the  time  expired 
"land,  ho !"  was  shouted  frara  the  lookout, 
and  thus  strengthened  they  united  their 
efforts  and  succeeded  in  giving  the  "new 
world."  So,  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  your 
army  had  been  standing  still  (to  your 
view,  but  really  gaining  great  victories,) 
with  the  draft  pending,  many  of  the  weak 
hearted  wanted  to  "down  with  the  helm 
and  bout  ship,"  but  just  then  a  "pealed 
stick,"  cut  by  Sherman  in  Atlanta,  came 
floating  over  your  telegraph  wires,  and  the 
song  "wait  a  little  longer,"  burst  from  the 
lips  of  the  faint  hearted.  And  whilst  pass- 
ing through  that  "troubling"  of  the  present 
"pool  of  Bethsaida"  tothis  country,  a  draft, 
with  great  "fear  and  trembling,"  Land  ho ! 
was  shouted  from  the  elections  of  Indiana, 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  (loud  cheers)  the 
faint  and  trembling  spring  actively  upon 
the  yards,  furling  sails  and  making  every- 
thing snug,  preparatory  to  taking  the  old 
Ship  of  State  into  the  harbor  of  peace,  and 
anchoring  her  with  the  votes  of  freemen, 
(cheers)  and  taking  honest  old  Abe,  the 
''rail  splitter"  for  her  pilot  four  years  more, 
(prolonged  cheering.)  You  may  expect 
some  reverses,  but  with  steady  hands  and 
faithful  hearts  you  must  and  will  succeed. 
As  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  succeeded  in 
clearing  up  the  forests  of  this  country,  and 
overcoming  hostile  savages,  so  will  the  pio- 
neers of  freedom  succeed  in  removing  the 
"upas  tree"  from  American  soil ;  in  over- 


coming the  savages  of  "Fort  Pillow,"  and 
vindicate  liberty,  until  the  notes  of  the 
American  Eagle  are  heard  at  the  St.  Law- 
rence ;  re-echoed  back  by  his  note  from 
the  gulf  of  Mexico  (cheers).  The  dark 
cloud  that  has  so  long  rested  upon  your 
Southern  horizon,  already  sways  to  and 
fro  as  if  actuated  by  some  stirring  event, 
and  prospectively  we  see  it  break,  revealing 
a  star  of  uncommon  brilliancy,  and  inscrib- 
ed upon  its  fair  disc  we  readthese  words  : 
"Liberty  and  Freedom  for  All." 


In  the  path  of  this  "star"  we  see  the 
form  of  your  noble  Washington  (who  has 
walked  so  long  the  invisible  corridors  of 
your  national  capital,)  his  brow  lighted  by 
the  experience  of  many  years  in  the  "Sum- 
mer Land,"  followed  by  the  patriots  of '76, 
they  gather  around  the  Presidential  chair, 
and  in  one  voice  exclaim  the  words  written 
upon  your  Constitution,  that  "all  men  are 
created  free  and  equal"  shall  no  longer 
remain  meaningless  upon  your  Statute,  for 
through  "Abraham"  of  to-day  we  proclaim 
God  rules  in  America  as  well  as  Israel. 
(Loud  Applause.)  From  you  who  are 
loyal  citizens  of  this  government,  we  ex- 
pect that  assistance  which  will  give  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  the  electoral  votes  of  each 
State,  and  leave  those  who  bear  the  "title" 
of  relationship  to  the  old  "serpent"  to  walk 
by  crooking  up  "salt  river"  were  they  have 
been  before.    (Loud  Applause.) 


The  Crisis  of  the  Hour. 


